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PASTOR’S CORNER 
Back to Basics 

September 2021  

John 3:16 (EHV) “For God so loved 

the world that he gave his only-

begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16, the gospel in a nutshell, is 
perhaps the most familiar verse in the 
Bible. For those who grew up in the 
church, they can say it in their sleep. For 
those new to Christ, it was probably one 
of the first Bible verses their pastor 
shared with them. For those outside the 
faith, it likely sounds familiar to their 
ears even if they cannot place where it 
came from.  

The reason why John 3:16 is such a 
familiar verse is because of its gospel 
message that summarizes God’s plan for 
our salvation. It is because of God’s 
infinite love for our sinful world that he 
sent his very own Son, Jesus Christ, to 
this world. Because of what Jesus did 
with his life, death, and resurrection, 
this promise stands – whoever has faith 
in Jesus will live forever in heaven. That 
is great news! As cliché as it sounds, it’s 
the gospel in a nutshell! 

 

As much of our country is considering 
how or when to resume its typical pre-
Covid activities (including MttC), it is 
good to go back to the basics. What are 
we trying to accomplish? How can we 
carry out our goals given the current 
and potential situation before us? 
Whether it be in your life of personal 
witnessing and discipleship or MttC’s 
efforts to show the love of Christ to 
those in the rural villages of northern 
Sonora, we need to include John 3:16. 
We need to orient all our resumed and 
new habits on God’s love for the world 
so they may, through our actions, know 
his Son and believe in him for eternal 
life. 

John 3:16 is a very familiar verse and 
grounds what all we do as Christians. 
Whether it be in your personal life or 
through your support of MttC’s 
activities, don’t forget to go back to the 
basics of the gospel in a nutshell. 

By Pastor Tim Patoka 

 

President’s Corner 

What a tumultuous time it has been for 
the Mission since we learned of the 



untimely and tragic death of our dear 
Pastor Alejandro Sanchez Amaya in 
early May.  John Kramer took charge of 
planning his funeral service, not sure 
even of our getting across the border.  
On Sunday, May 16, we crossed with 
two vans.  John Kramer, his wife Marta, 
and I were in one and Lori and Jeff 
Hauser in the other, picking up 
members from the church in Sasabe and 
those walking to Altar from other 
villages along the way. 

 

 Mrs. Amaya, Pastor’s mother, had come 
by bus from Puebla and we sat with her. 
To our humble surprise, the church was 
packed with about 70 in attendance, a 
true show of love and support. John, 
who is a staff minister, did a beautiful 
Christian service and members of the 
congregation spoke lovingly of Pastor 
Sanchez.   The outstanding love and 
support shown his mother was truly a 
Christian tribute.  Efforts continue to 
call a Spanish-speaking pastor to 

shepherd our two congregations. Please 
continue to pray with us that God has 
someone in mind to continue instructing 
these wonderful people. 

John Kramer, our “Flying Gringo”, who 
has for 12 years been a mainstay of our 
area, has moved to Qatar.  He remains 
in touch with those on both sides of the 
border and helped facilitate the 
formidable job of getting school 
supplies to over 1,000 children again 
this year.  Many willing hands shopped, 
sorted, packed, and labeled box after 
box----again with no assurances we 
could get the humanitarian aid across 
the border with the resurgence of 
COVID.  Many thanks were given to 
God when on the afternoon of August 
18th Jeff and Lori Hauser called me to let 
me know that they, along with two 
Mexican volunteers, had gotten the 
supplies to all the villages, much to the 
joy of the children, parents, and 
teachers!!!  The Mexican border guards 
charged minimum tariff and our 
Monsoon rains did not disrupt travel.  
God is good!!! 
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To you, our supporters and prayer 
partners, I cannot adequately thank you 
for the generosity you displayed in our 
school supply drive.  Our faces became 
very familiar at Walmart and Target as 
we made multiple trips, loading baskets 
each time.  Stores often were short and 
some did not start putting supplies out 
until very late.  As we scrambled and 
scrounged, we got a lot of attention.  
Karen and I love telling people about 
the mission as they often ask if we are 
teachers.  No one gets upset with us for 
waiting while we purchase $150-$300 of 
items at a time and some people this 
year waited and helped me take mine to 
my car (guess I am beginning to look 
fragile at 81.)  

 

 So, a heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
were able to find supplies and mail or 
deliver them to us; we are so grateful for 
you!  For those who were so incredibly 
generous to us with gift cards, we 
appreciate you very much.  You made 
this labor of love for our families across 
the border much lighter and brought 
smiles to our faces!   Please continue to 
pray for us on the board and especially 
for the precious souls on the other side 
of the border who face many trials, 
tribulations, and poverty.  Thank you. 

June’s Trip Report 
June 12 and 13, 2021. 

Trip Report John Kramer and Jeff 
Hauser 

In early June, Jeff Hauser and I made a 
short trip into Sonora, Mexico to baptize 
5 new members into the Kingdom of 
God. We also had the pleasure of 
visiting 4 villages to share humanitarian 
gifts with and share Bible lessons with 
the adults and children in 3 villages. The 
humanitarian gifts are made possible by 
the many donors who support Mission 
to the Children from all over the United 
States. We volunteers are simply the 
arms and legs for these donors who ask 
us to share their gifts with the poor of 
Mexico. 



The Old Testament is not usually where 
we look for godly instruction for 
helping the poor. But in Jeremiah 22 the 
prophet is proclaiming God’s word 
noting that a good king is one who 
looks out for the poor. 

“He defended the cause of the poor and 

needy, and so all went well. Is that not what 

it means to know me?” declares the Lord.” 

Good kings did what was right, ruled 
with justice and looked out for those 
who needed help. Mission to the 
Children seeks to give all of us, who the 
Holy Spirit has made into good kings, 
the opportunity to share God’s love in 
word and help those who need help. We 
declare through helping the poor that 
we know Him. Through sharing 
humanitarian aid in poor Mexican 
villages, we have the greater blessing 
and opportunity to share the Lord’s 
message of forgiveness. Today 
hundreds of Christians are in Sonora, 
Mexico. It’s difficult to imagine this 
would have happened without the 
generosity of many WELS Lutheran 
good kings who have helped the poor in 
these villages for many years now.  

Mission to the Children is a conduit for 
your love for the poor in both 
humanitarian aid and gospel outreach. 
This June trip into Mexico was no 
different in that we shared God’s love as 
if we were helping with both hands; 
food in the one and God’s word in the 
other. We began in Sasabe where our 
local volunteer, Monica, met us at the 
rented church building to receive the 
food coupons and recipient list for 

distribution. She planned on 
distributing these gifts the next day 

during the church service.  

How can this happen when the entire 
world is reeling from the COVID 

pandemic? It’s not that we ignore it. It’s 
just that we take reasonable precautions 
and then go to share God’s message. 
First, Ruth Schaller and Karen Manning 
load the van in advance of our trip. Jeff 
and I pick up the van at the church 
without physically meeting them. That 
way they are kept safe. The people in 
Mexico tell us that there isn’t COVID in 
their villages, and anyone with even a 
slight cold stay home and doesn’t attend 
our gatherings. Does that guarantee 
anything? Not at all. But we don’t stop 
sharing God’s word.  

After the stop in Sasabe that June 
morning, we continued to La Reforma, 
Tubutama and Atil. We have a Mission 
house in Atil where we spent the night. 
In each of the villages 50 to 70 people 
met us to listen to a Bible study on 
Baptism from me and where Jeff shared 
a message with the children.  

 

He had the children blow up balloons 
and write a biblical message on the 
balloon with a permanent marker. 
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There’s something about balloons that 
children just love. The message of God’s 
love is then also written on their hearts 
as if with a permanent marker.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Then at 5:00pm we drove to Altar where 
I conducted a baptismal church service 
to more than 70 people and baptized 5 
babies and youth. Today there are 5 
more Christians in Altar that we are in 
fellowship with because of this trip! 

 
 

 



 The next morning Jeff and I returned to 
this church to perform an 11:00am 
church service with 15 attendees. 
Afterwards we drove 2 hours back to 
the border of Arizona and returned to 
Tucson. It was a trip that we felt the 
“glow” from for several days. The Holy 
Spirit works on us volunteers as much 
as the people we help. Our faith is 
strengthened by the opportunity to 
participate in God’s kingdom. It’s 
noteworthy that the volunteers in Atil 
have kept our house there in tip top 
shape. Due to COVID we haven’t been 

there as often as in the past, but the 
people anxiously await our return and 
keep our property ready for us. Without 
that house being kept ready for us the 
logistics of our work in Sonora would be 
much more difficult. This completes our 
report! 

By John Kramer 

MttC Christmas Project 

Dear Friends, 

 If you would like to donate toys this 
year, please label each gift with boy or 
girl and approximate age.  Gifts are not 
to exceed $15 and please do not wrap 
the gifts.  Walmart and Target gift cards 
are welcome in any amount. 

Our deadline is to have all gifts in hand 
between Sunday, November 29, 2021, to 
Friday, December 3, 2021.  That way we 
will have time to have all gifts ready for 
the December 10th wrapping day. 

We are also looking for volunteers who 
wish to help us pack up the Christmas 
gifts for each village. 

Thank you always for your cherished 

prayers and support. 

MttC Board 


