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PASTOR’S CORNER 

MttC Pastor’s Corner 

July 2022 

When the way you have typically 
done something changes on you, 
how would you adapt to it? If you 
are like most people, there would 
be some difficulty! This is true 
regardless of how many times you 
have had to adapt to changing 
circumstances. 

The early Christian church had 
some changes to go through as 
more and more Gentiles joined a 
predominantly Jewish church. As 
two diverse cultures settled into 
one church home, debate arose 
regarding the need to follow the 
Old Testament’s ceremonial laws. 
This included practices such as 
abstaining from unclean foods or 
circumcision. These were no small 
matters.  

Things came to a head in Acts 15 
when James and the other leaders 
of the early Christian church 

convened a council at Jerusalem. 
After hearing about the good 
change of God’s intentional and 
fruitful ministry among the 
Gentiles through the Apostle Paul, 
James spoke to the assembly. He 
first quoted from Amos 9:11-12 
recalling how the Lord prophesied 
how the Gentiles would call upon 
the Lord with believing hearts 
alongside the Jews. This current 
inclusion of Gentiles into the 
family of God through the Apostle 
Paul’s ministry was fulfilling what 
Amos prophesied.  

James then struck a compromise 
on the Old Testament ceremonial 
law debate. While Christians no 
longer needed to follow them, it 
would be wise for the Gentile 
Christians to follow at least the 
essential ones so as not to cause 
offense to Jewish Christians who 
had grown up with them. The 
congregations received this letter 
with great joy for they had a clear 
way forward through their 
unexpected changes. 



Mission to the Children (MttC) 
has also had to go through some 
changes itself. With the passing of 
Pastor Alejandro Sanchez in 2021, 
our churches and villages in 
northern Sonora have been vacant. 
With the rapid increase of drug 
cartel violence that is harming 
bystanders and facing off against 
the Mexican army, it is next to 
impossible to have a consistent 
American presence. These 
unexpected changes have not 
helped our efforts to spread the 
gospel and show God’s love in 
northern Sonora. 

That does not mean that MttC has 
given up or taken a break. Like 
James who decided on a new path 
forward in light of unexpected 
changes in Acts 15, so has Mission 
to the Children. In-person support 
has pivoted to remote support as 
MttC uses the rural internet 
infrastructure to equip and 
encourage the faithful. Consistent 
American presence was replaced 
with supply runs and day trips to 
Sasabe that is within minutes of 
the border crossing. Action in the 
local mission field has turned into 
patience as we fervently pray for 
the cartel violence to subside and 
the Lord to provide a permanent 

pastor to shepherd the vacant 
flocks. 

What has not changed is MttC’s 
mission. Though the methods may 
have changed, MttC is still 
focused on spreading the gospel 
and showing God’s love in 
northern Sonora. Only our Lord 
knows how temporary these 
changes will be. But however long 
it may be, we go forward with the 
same confidence that James had in 
Acts 15’s Jerusalem Council – the 
Lord will bless our efforts to his 
glory throughout all unexpected 
changes. 

– Pastor Tim Patoka 

Letter from the 
President (ex), 

As I write this for the MttC 
Newsletter, I am also working on 
a lesson from Ephesians for the 
Women’s Bible Class.  One of my 
very favorite verses is 3:1: “There 
is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under 
heaven.” 

The time has come for me to step 
down as chair of Mission to the 
Children.  John Kramer has 
assumed the official role now we 
will transition over the next few 
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months.  Since we have no official 
Secretary, I will take notes for 
Board meetings. 

Life in Mexico has changed 
dramatically also with the 
escalated fear for life with the 
return of newer cartels.  The Board 
is actively working on new plans 
to continue ministry.  John can 
address this more in his Letter. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 
for all the wonderful friends I 
have made on both sides of the 
border.  So many of you have 
communicated with me by phone 
or letter or even visits!!!  God is 
good and most gracious.  To Him 
be the glory forever.  Hugs to all 
of you. 

Ruth Schaller 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Ruth Schaller has been president 
of Mission to the Children many 
years before I joined this group of 
missionaries. So, it’s a little funny 
for me to write in her column as 

president. Ruth hasn’t gone away, 
she is busy with recovering from a 
surgery she just had, plus covid 
and just the feeling she has that’s 
it’s time to pass the title on.  

Anyways, we’ve given her a better 
title: President Emeritus. It’s a title 
given for exemplary service over 
many years, and a title that might 
never go away. Her new role will 
be continuing doing a few of the 
same things she’s been doing plus 
mentoring and providing 
historical perspective for the 
mission. 

With this shuffling of titles, the 
mission also needs to change its 
focus just a little. We’ve always 
been a Gospel oriented group, 
furthering the desires of our 
donors to help the poor in Mexico 
spiritually and physically.  

During my last trip into Sonora in 
May, Jeff Hauser and I found that 
a new criminal element was 
making gathering in our villagers 
less safe for our Mexican 
participants. In order for us to 



continue providing humanitarian 
aid to our two churches, helping 
the people in our several villages 
and sharing the Bible in church 
services and village meetings, our 
historic methods needed a change. 

WELS World Missions in Latin 
America uses internet-based 
platforms for teaching Bible study 
groups, in sharing devotions and 
for use in church services. I 
worked with these when I was on 
the 1LA team, but they have 
perfected these platforms since I 
left.  

Since our travel into Mexico is 
going to be changing, and we’re 
not going to encourage group 
meetings in our villages for a time, 
phone or tablet-based sharing of 
God’s message is being explored.  

I’m meeting with a missionary 
who’s based in Ecuador in 
August, and then our mission’s 
missionaries will receive training 
in Tucson—and from there we’ll 
encourage participation in our 
villages by our Mexican friends! 

Humanitarian aid will still require 
our traveling into Mexico, of 
course. Jeff and Lori Hauser, me 
and a few others are comfortable 
doing that work. By using 
internet-based platforms for some 

of our sharing of God’s word, it 
will mean…. for example, that a 
volunteer missionary can work in 
this mission field and never leave 
Wisconsin. Sharing God’s love in 
on-line meetings is proving 
successful in other Latin countries. 
Why not here? 

So, that’s a rough idea of what’s in 
our future. Of course, we’d love 
your participation. Many already 
participate as generous donors—
without which we’d lose our voice 
with the poor in Sonora.  

Humanitarian aid is one of our 
two hands we help with. The 
other hand is the Gospel…without 
which we’d lose our way. Acts 15 
says in effect, if our hope is only 
for earthly things, we are lost. 
“But Christ has indeed been raised 
from the dead,” (Acts 15:20a) For 
that reason we help, and we don’t 
neglect to share the message. With 
one hand we help physically, and 
with the other we help spiritually-
we employ both hands in this 
ministry. We don’t neglect one for 
the other but meet need as it’s 
presented to us. We’d like to invite 
more WELS Spanish speakers to 
help as missionaries in Sonora, 
Mx. 
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Mission to the Children 
Trip Report 

May 13,14,15, 2022 
Jeff Hauser and John Kramer 

On May 11th I arrived in Tucson 
to arrange the next mission trip 
into Sonora with Jeff Hauser. 
There have been many changes 
since our last trip in January. Also, 
since last November the 
IELC stopped supporting our 
Altar church, El Buen Pastor, with 
guest pastors. When the only 
male lay leader, Edwardo, took a 
job outside the city there wasn’t 
anyone left within the 
church’s membership able to 
conduct church on Sundays. With 
that the ladies guild closed the 
doors waiting for ministerial 
support. 
Covid was a serious problem 
during December/January which 
brought with it restrictions 
affecting our Posada Tour. The 
pandemic made it difficult to 
conduct our usual Christmas 
fiestas and restricted our sharing 

of the gospel in many of our 
villages. Several of these villages 
closed their doors to large 
gatherings making our Posada 
fiestas impossible. This May 
mission trip is the first gospel 
outreach present in several of 
these villages since then. 
Three Cartels are disputing the 
territory we visit in Sonora. This 
war between the Sinaloa, 
Juarez and Caborca cartels has 
spilled over into the Altar area. El 
Buen Pastor is in Altar and 
this violence also affects the areas 
north of Altar all the way to the 
U.S. border. This is not to be 
taken lightly as young women are 
kidnapped, shoot outs are 
common and citizens are filled 
with fear at just the sight of a new 
four door pickup truck: the 
favorite vehicle of sicarios.  
Shoot outs occurred in Altar two 
days before Jeff, and I arrived and 
in Caborca the day after we left. 
The good news is that Cartel 
violence has never directly 
affected the mission’s U.S. 



volunteers yet unfortunately it 
does affect our Mexican church 
members and village participants 
who attend our gatherings. Other 
good news is that Covid seems to 
be a concern of the past and 
no longer are there restrictions on 
our gatherings. 
The Mission to the Children Board 
members met on Thursday, May 
12 to discuss these issues 
and are awaiting our next meeting 
in June to make some decisions 
concerning what form 
future support to our Mexican 
Lutheran friends might take. 
Jeff and I crossed the border on 
Friday the 13th without a thought 
about any bad luck that date 
might bring us. Bad luck is not 
something us Lutherans believe 
in. Jesus says, “And surely, I am 
with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) “If 
God is for us, who can ever 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 
With these Scriptures in mind, we 
crossed the border and 
traveled to the church in our first 
village, Sasabe where we met with 
the church leader, Monica. 
We shared the humanitarian aid 
that we intended her to apportion 
with her church members. 
We also visited with our church 
friends Ben and Patti Romero. 

From these meetings we began 
to understand the changes that 
have occurred in Sonora since 
January. 
After an almost two-hour drive, 
we arrived in Altar, where we met 
with some church friends who 
also have a peluquería where I 
received an overdue $5 haircut. 
We then met our long-time 
friend and supporter Luz María. 
She joined us for dinner and after 
discussing the happenings in 
Altar we departed for our house 
in Atil. We departed in time to 
finish our drive in the daylight. 
The next morning the people of 
Atil gathered in our Bodega for a 
sermon/devotion and for 
a children’s Bible study. We had 
about 35% of the usual children’s 
attendees but they devoted 
themselves to the study of the 
“Miraculous Catch of Fish” from 
John 21.  
The next morning on Sunday Jeff 
and I traveled to Sasabe for the 
11:00am church service with 21 in 
attendance and three receiving the 
Lord’s supper. Additionally, the 
service began with a baptism of 
late Pastor Alejandro’s 
stepdaughter.  
With this completed Jeff and I 
crossed the border and returned to 
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Tucson, Arizona. Another MttC 
mission trip completed with Jeff 
and I sharing the gospel with over 
one hundred people who 
otherwise would have been left 
without the message of Jesus. 

Respectfully submitted by 

John Kramer 
 

 

 
 

 
School Supplies 

 

Mission to the Children is once 
again undertaking getting school 

supplies for the children and 
teachers in northern Sonora. 

List of School Supplies 
Needed: 
Pencils 

Colored Pencils 
Crayons/Scissors 

Glue Sticks 
Small Bottles of Elmer Glue 
College Ruled Notebooks 



Rulers 
School Backpacks 

 

If you prefer to send gift cards, I’m 
asking for Visa cards as I can use 
them for bargains at grocery stores 
and dollar stores and warehouses 
like Costco.  Walmart and Target 
cards are still most welcome.  

 

 

Pictures From May Trip 

 

 

 


