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PASTOR’S CORNER 
An Unbelievable Truth 

“Yet these words [of Jesus’ 
resurrection] seemed to [the 
disciples] like nonsense, and they 
did not believe them. But Peter got 
up and ran to the tomb. Bending 
over to look in, he saw only the 
strips of linen cloth. He went home, 
amazed at what had happened.” 
(Luke 24:11–12 EHV) 

Something unbelievable had happened 
that people had a hard time believing. I 
am not talking about the current 
COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic that 
has unexpectedly disrupted our entire 
world. 

Instead, it is the unbelievable truth that 
Jesus’ lifeless body had risen and left 
its tomb as promised beforehand. 
Whether this is your first or hundredth 
time hearing the Easter gospel, we 
cannot help but be amazed at how 
unbelievable this promise is. A dead 
person coming back to life is simply 
impossible which is why the disciples 
initially doubted the women’s joyful 
words. 

Jesus’ Easter triumph is simply 
unbelievable. However, perhaps it 
seems more unbelievable than normal 
due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus 
pandemic. This virus has pumped the 
brakes on our country’s historic 
economy and sent the entire world to a 
stressful spiral. Maybe you have 
personally suffered from its diseased 

effects. As a result, Christians can 
wonder where God is or doubt his 
promises. It can seem like COVID-19 
has gotten the best of Jesus and 
undone his Easter triumph.  

It is true that our world is reeling in the 
wake of COVID-19. However, that does 
not change the unbelievable truth 
which Jesus’ resurrection is, 
unbelievable in its wonderful comfort 
for Christians. 

Like Peter who walked away from 
Jesus’ empty tomb in a state of 
amazement, so we Christians continue 
to be amazed at what our Savior has 
done for us. He not only lived a perfect 
life and willingly gave it up on Calvary’s 
cross. He beat death at its very own 
game and thus assured Christians of 
his powerful promises for them. Our 
Savior is risen! He is risen indeed!  

We have his unbelievable truth of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation! 
That unbelievable truth is still ours 
today, even in light of the COVID-19 
Coronavirus pandemic.  

While that truth may be as hard to 
believe as Jesus’ disciples initially 
struggled to believe the women’s Easter 
news, it still is the truth. As surely as 
Jesus has beaten death, so he has 
power over this global virus. Jesus 
comforts us with his promises of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
Therefore, we too can walk away from 
Jesus’ empty tomb in amazement of 
this unbelievable truth. 

By Pastor Tim Patoka 



PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
The popular saying about how our life 
is a tapestry has always fascinated me.  
The implication is that God sees the top 
of the tapestry in all its beauty and 
complicated design.  We see the 
underside, which is the loose threads, 
knots and tangles. 

Our ministry in Northern Mexico often 
feels that way to me as we never know 
what is coming next.  So, when 
volunteers John Kramer and Ryan 
Vanek let me know they were arriving a 
certain weekend, I found myself 
scrambling.  Somehow (my error) I 
thought it was still a week away.  Karen 
and I quickly decided what needed to 
be taken and got help in loading the 
van and I got the requisite pesos for the 
trip.  

A few days later, John picked up Ryan 
at the airport and the four of us met for 
an impromptu lunch and quick board 
meeting as they took a few minutes on 
their way to Mexico.  We discussed a 
large range of pertinent topics, not the 
least of which was the COVID-19 virus 
and the pandemic, which was in AZ, 
but not so much had been heard yet 
from our areas of Mexico.  Little did we 
know that just a few days after their 
two-day trip, the border would be 
closed to international travel!  I saw the 
knots; God saw the picture and blessed 
us with an “early” trip.  

John forwards updates on cases and 
deaths in our area about 3-4 times a 
week.  Bless Pastor Alejandro for 
continuing his ministry at both 
churches.  Pray with us that God keep 
the faith strong in Sonora, keep our 
friends safe, and that our return visit 
will not be too far in the future. May 
God keep all our readers safe and well 
also!  

By Ruth Schaller 

Mission to the Children 
Trip-Friday March 13, 2020 

 
My name is Ryan Vanek and I am a 41-
year-old bartender from Las Vegas, NV. 
This is my report on the trip with John 
Kramer and Mission to the Children 
into Sonora, Mexico. All praise and 
glory be to the Son, our LORD and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  

As I begin this report there is a lot of 
uncertainty. The last few days since I 
came back home Sunday morning have 
been crazy. My 12-year old daughter’s 
school has closed, as well as the entire 
Las Vegas strip. I am not working as 
the Covid-19 corona virus spreads 
throughout the US but, we are blessed 
as Christians to have certainty in the 
promises of our LORD. 

Before the trip we discussed through 
email and phone if we should make the 
trip or not. Everyone was monitoring 
the updates and developments of the 
virus and there wasn’t any travel 
restrictions or changes that would 
hinder the trip. 

John and I have a passion to share the 
Gospel and understand how important 
it is that people everywhere hear God’s 
word. In Philippians Paul writes, “I can 
do everything through him who gives 
me strength.” With that strength from 
God I knew it was going to be another 
great trip and it was! 

Day 1 
I arrived in Tucson AZ about 12:30 
p.m. on Friday March 13th via 
Southwest airlines from Las Vegas and 
John Kramer picked me up from the 
airport. 

He already made a stop at Walmart to 
pick up some essentials (food, water,) 
and props for the children’s bible study 
Saturday. This gave us time to meet 
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with Ruth and Karen to discuss the 
trip, other MTTC business, and grab a 
bite before the long drive ahead. 

This was my first time meeting these 
two wonderful volunteers who do so 
much behind the scenes. What a 
blessing to have time for food, 
fellowship, and prayer with other 
Christians who have the passion to 
share the word and help the less 
fortunate. 

 
After lunch John and I crossed the 
border late afternoon about 5pm. We 
arrived with two brand new tires for 
Monica’s car, blankets, some other 
donations, and faith from the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts ready to serve.  
John went to settle the payments at the 
local store for the food they would be 
coming to get for their families. I stayed 
behind chit-chatting with Monica inside 
the church. 

  

I also had a monetary donation to give 
to her that I collected from fellow 
bartenders back home. She decided to 
split it between two people who suffer 
from multiple health issues including a 
sciatic nerve.  

We left Sasebe to visit Pastor Alexandro 
in Altar where many (Mexican, 
American) volunteers helped build a 
Lutheran church. Pastor also drives to 
Sasebe down the long dirt road we just 
came in on to do the church services 
there in the poorest and closest town to 
the US.  

We sat down to have dinner with 
pastor, and I had a chance to call my 
family to let them know everything was 
going great. On the drive back to the 
mission house (pitch dark road) I 
thought about how important a home 
church can be to so many.  

This church in Altar wasn’t quite 
finished my last trip. It was nice to see 
all the finishing touches this time. 
From the ceiling fans to the portable 
AC/Heating units, and from the purple 



altar cloths for lent to the list of 
parishioners, the Holy Spirit was 
striking chords in my heart reassuring 
me there is a house of worship here for 
the people of Altar to hear the word of 
God. 

Having my home church BSLC down 
the street from me in Las Vegas has 
helped my faith grow through the word 
in ways I never imagined. My heart 
sings to the Lord knowing there is a 
home church for the people of Sonora 
to worship and grow in faith like I have 
here at home.  

Day 2 
On the drive down yesterday, we shared 
a devotion with each other, read some 
bible passages before bed, and, this 
morning went over the bible studies for 
today. Constant sharing of the Gospel 
and helping others is what I enjoy most 
about these trips. 

I was doing the children’s devotion on 
Matthew 10 and John was taking the 
adults to discuss a reading from Luke 
10:38. I prepared a list with the names 
of the 12 Apostles in Spanish and 
English for the kids to see and then 
write down on a balloon for the fun race 
we did after. The kids are very 
responsive to the word and love the 
activities after so next trip I want to 
incorporate those better. 

 

John does a great job of using real life 
circumstances with the word of God to 
help others understand we are all 
sinners and foreigners here on earth 
but, more importantly, we are all 
forgiven and, we have heaven where we 
will no longer be foreign. We will be 
home.  

It has been over 3 years since my last 
trip with MttC, so it was so cool to see 
how big the kids are getting. It usually 
takes three days to do these trips, but 
because of the circumstances we were 
doing it in less than two days, so today 
was a busy day. In Atil we had an 
estimated 27 children for bible study, 
18 in Tubutama, and 31 in La Reforma.  

The wonderful people in La Reforma 
brought us many edible gifts made with 
local ingredients. 

 

These trips can be a lot of work, but the 
reward is such a blessing. Even though 
we had less than 48 hours for this trip 
we helped feed over 171 families, 
distributed much needed donations like 
blankets, and most importantly shared 
God’s word with over 200 adults and 
children.  

Mission to the Children has been going 
into Sonora Mexico for over 30 years 
sharing the Gospel and bringing 
donations of many different kinds. 
(Bibles, school supplies, toys during 
Christmas, and much more) 
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With the generous monetary donations 
MttC receives every year; they are able 
to continue God’s work, but more 
volunteers are needed to go on these 
trips. Please consider this amazing 
ministry and keep them in your 
prayers. Give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; his love endures forever 

  

By Ryan Vanek 

 

March Mission Trip 
Remembering the days leading up to 

the present CV19 social distancing 
rules seem like a trip down memory 
lane. 

Here, in the picture above, Pastor 
Alejandro poses with a family after 
having performed a Saturday baptism. 

The date is March 20th when at the 
same time the United States was 
shutting down its economy and sending 
many of its workers to self-isolate at 
home. This was just a week after Ryan 
Vanek and I made a mission trip into 
this same area of Mexico to share the 
Word and to share the humanitarian 
gifts sent from our donors.  

On this Saturday I was still self-
isolating after the trip to Mexico and 
away from my family while the people of 
Sonora were ignoring all warnings. 
Since that date two people in this small 
village have succumbed to CV19 and 
others are sick. 

Pastor Alejandro remains healthy and 
continues to do ministry, yet with more 
precautions. While they still meet for 
church services for another two weeks 
they have now ceased formal church 
services and meet in small family 
groups for Bible study. 

Here is a photo sent to me by Pastor 
Alejandro of his last church service 
followed by a photo of one of his new at 
home Bible studies he is conducting at 
present. He’s looking forward, as we all 
are, to conducting church services 
again and reuniting his two flocks. 



Mission to the Children is also 
responding to the CV19 pandemic by 
conducting business by phone and 
email. The last board meeting was 
several weeks ago, before social 
distancing, and the three board 
members met while Becky Grube was 
available by phone. 

All of us at Mission to the Children are 
wanting to reengage in doing face to 
face ministry with the same energy as 
we have for many years. We’re trying to 
guess what the future holds yet we 
know that the Holy Spirit has guided us 
in this ministry and will continue to do 
so according to his will. In the Great 
Commission Jesus’ words sends us to 
share his message and his love across 
our Southern border.  

For now, we are keeping in contact with 
our Mexican friends and villages by 
email and WhatsApp. We pray for the 
health of everyone, that the Holy Spirit 
will use our efforts to create faith where 
it doesn’t yet exist, and to strengthen 
the faith of those who now follow Jesus. 
Amen.  

Report by John Kramer 
  

Board Members: Ruth Schaller, Karen 
Manning and John Kramer 

 

 

Covid-19 Virus 

Mission to the Children wants you all to 
know that you and your families are in 
our thoughts and prayers.  Please stay 
safe, stay home, and if you must go out 
please wear a mask and gloves. We will 
get through this together.  God bless 
you all and keep you safe.   


