
 
  

Website: www.missiontothechildren.org         
Email: info@missiontothechildren.org                                        November, 2019 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
King David and the other authors 

often praise God in the various psalms 
they wrote. Sometimes they praised 
him for his grace that guided his 
almighty power. Other times they 
praised him for reassuring believers of 
their promised heavenly home in light 
of worldly troubles. It was in light of 
God’s wonderful characteristics that an 
unknown author wrote, “Give thanks to 
the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy 
endures forever” (Psalm 107:1). 
     Old Testament Israel had many 
reasons to thank God. In mercy, God 
safely brought his children out of Egypt 
to the Promised Land. In mercy, God 
sustained his promises even when his 
children didn’t live as they agreed they 
would at Mt. Sinai. In mercy, God so 
richly blessed his children that the only 
way they could respond was with 
thanksgiving. They had done nothing to 
deserve these blessings. 
     As we approach another 
Thanksgiving holiday, we too can look 
back at the blessings that God has 
mercifully given to us. In mercy, God 
has granted us to live in a country 
where we are free to get up Sunday 
morning, make our way to God’s house, 
and start off our week in his Word. In 
mercy, God has so richly blessed us so 
that when we complain, it’s primarily 
about first world problems. In mercy, 
God has opened our eyes to the light of 
the gospel so that we can rejoice in the 
forgiveness and salvation we have 
because of our Savior. Like the Psalm 

writer, the only way we can respond is 
with thanksgiving. Like Old Testament 
Israel, we have done nothing to deserve 
these blessings. 
     But it’s not just about the past we 
can be thankful for. As the Psalm writer 
said, God’s “mercy endures forever.” As 
our God has been with us in the past, 
so he will be with us in the future with 
all his blessings. 
     As you read through this newsletter, 
I pray that you may join with me and 
the rest of the MttC staff to give thanks 
to God for what he’s doing through his 
organization. We also welcome you to 
join with us in the future so that 
together we may show all these young 
families in Sonora, Mexico how we 
Christians give thanks to God for his 
forever-enduring mercy. 
        By Pastor Timothy Patoka 
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 Fall is in the air here in Southern 

Arizona.  While we just joyfully 
celebrated Reformation and are eagerly 
looking forward to Thanksgiving, the 
store shelves are already loaded with 
Christmas gifts! 

 Mission to the Children is also deep 
into planning Christmas Posadas for 
eleven areas and collecting gifts for 
1400 children.  Christmas in Mexico is 
an awesome, festive time!  The children 
re-enact the journey of Mary and 
Joseph, their going from inn to inn 
asking for lodging, and the final birth of 
Jesus, the Savior.  The costumes are 
often made with the barest of materials, 
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but over the years we have seen 
wisemen on horses, Mary on a 
recalcitrant donkey, many angels, 
children carrying baby goats, and live 
babies in the mangers.  The event is 
very serious and very touching.  The 
church service is filled with singing of 
many songs and worship.  Festivities 
follow with a gift for each child with 
their own name on it, traditional 
tamales and champurro (a thickened 
chocolate drink), and the ever-charming 
chanting as children break the candy-
filled piñata!   

 The areas we serve are very poor, and 
for many children the gift they receive 
from the mission is the only gift they 
will see all year.  I have seen little girls 
simply holding their beautifully 
wrapped gift and staring in wonder at 
this treasure!  The children quickly and 
willingly share their toys with their 
family and friends.  Books are read at 
once!  An impromptu basketball game 
will begin!  (If you wish to share in this 
event with a gift or a gift card, please 
contact the office right away.  If you 
wish to purchase a gift and want to 
know the child’s name and age, ask.  
This must be done by December 1st). 

 As I write this tonight, TV screens 
around the world are showing the 
horrendous and unthinkable massacre 
today of three American women and six 
of their children by drug cartel 
members as they traveled from their 
homes south of the border to Tucson to 
visit relatives.  What the general public 
does not see is my computer screen 
which is filled with images of recent 
baptisms and children’s Bible classes; 
of volunteers Jeff and Lori Hauser 
picking up a vanload of families from 
our church in Sasabe to do a joint 
service with church members in Altar; 
of emails from several people from all 
over the US who are joining us in the 
Posadas; of my communication with 
Pastor Tim Flunker as he plans next 
Monday to take a vanload of Arizona 

Lutheran pastors to Mexico for a joint 
meeting and Bible study for several 
days with Mexican Lutheran pastors.  
God has told us his Word will not 
return to him void.  Our heartfelt 
appreciation to all of you who have 
made this mission possible for over 30+ 
years.  To God be the Glory! 
     By Ruth Schaller, President 
 

Trip Report Sept 6-9, 
2019, Mission to the 
Children, Sonora, Mexico 

Karen picked me up at the Tucson 
Airport and delivered me to an already 
packed van. It was full of school 
supplies that she and Ruth Schaller 
had placed, 6 villages worth, in the 
order that I was going to deliver them.  
The next morning, I was off towards the 
border, crossing at Nogales this time. I 
hadn’t crossed there in some months, 
choosing instead the Sasabe border 
crossing due to less traffic.  

    I arrived at the Nogales Mexican 
Customs station with zero people in 
line! Yet no agent saw me for an hour! 
You can see the empty Customs station 
in the attached photo. 

 

 

 But then finally a customs agent saw 
me, and after paying the importation 
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fees, I continued on to San Jose and 
shared a message of the Bible with 
happy kids that now were going to have 
the basics to study with. 

  In the village of San Jose, the smallest 
of our villages, I met with about 35 
people where I shared the message of 
Mary and Martha from Luke 10 before 
passing out the school supplies. 

  Many times, we use this passage to 
point out the importance of Bible study. 
It is also helpful because two women 
are contrasted showing that listening to 
God’s word and learning from the Bible 
is not restricted to any one gender.  All 
acts of service, stemming from faith, are 
God-pleasing yet only through Bible 
study do we learn about God’s great 
love for us. This narrative is a good 
example in emphasizing reading as a 
powerful tool without which we might 
not learn about God’s will for us. In the 

Bible we see his great love for us in 
Jesus.  

     By urging the children to stay in 
school and to learn the skills offered, 
Mission to the Children encourages 
Bible reading and study. We closed with 
a message about the Apostles’ Creed 
and then the Lord’s prayer.  

     I repeated this message and shared 
school supplies with a few hundred 
children and adults in three villages 
that afternoon and evening. Lists of 
children were also obtained in 
preparation for the Posada Tour in 
December where we give each child a 
Christmas present and share the 
message of our Savior’s birth. The next 
morning this same message about Mary 
and Martha and the Apostles Creed was 
shared with about 50 adults and 55 
children in the town of Atil, where we 
have our mission house. You can see 
from the picture of the patio area the 

large number of children present.  
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Pastor Alejandro came to the last 
two villages to give a hand with a 
message for the adults while I held a 
study with the children. We shared the 
message of Jesus with maybe 200 
people, children and adults. 

 After finishing for the day, I 
overnighted at our mission house 
before returning to Tucson on Sunday 
afternoon.  Sunday evening a Mission 
to the Children Board meeting was 

. 
   

 
    On Monday I returned to Sasabe for 
the quarterly pastor’s conference, in 
which six Spanish speaking pastors 
from the Phoenix area meet with Pastor 
Alejandro and interested locals for a 
Bible study. This time the study was on 
Timothy chapter 3. This concludes my 
report. 

By John Kramer 

Our Lord at Work!!!  
The Church at Atil 

 

The Church at Altar 

 
 
 
Altar and Sasabe Sunday School 

 
 
 
Fellowship between two churches 
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Women’s Bible Study in Sasabe 

 
 
New Ministry in Caborea 

 
 
 
School Supply Delivery 

 

 
 
God’s Child-Another Baptism!!! 
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